
 

  Roadmap   to   Reopening   Schools   2020-21   -   Russellville   Independent   Schools  

Frequently   Asked   Questions  
1. Will   preschool   students   have  

the   option   to   do   online  
learning? 

 

Our   preschool   staff   at   Russellville   Primary   Academy   is  
currently   developing   an   online   learning   option   that   gives  
parents   the   opportunity   to   choose   virtual   learning   for  
preschoolers.   

2. Will   the   district   supply   masks  
for   students   and   staff?  

Yes,   the   district   provides   masks,   when   needed.  

3. Will   students   be   allowed   to  
wear   their   own   masks?  

Students   are   permitted   to   wear   their   own   mask   if   the   mask  
meets   terms   of   the   school’s   dress   code   policy.   

4. How   will   mask   sanitation   be  
handled?   

Based   on   health   and   safety   guidance,   families   are  
responsible   for   washing   their   child’s   cloth   mask(s).   

5. Do   families   need   a   laptop   to  
participate   in   virtual   learning? 

 

Families   are   encouraged   to   use   their   own   devices;  
however,   Chromebooks   are   available   from   the   District   for  
checkout   to   students   who   need   them.   

6. Can   my   child   use   his   or   her  
phone/tablet   to   participate   in  
the   Virtual   Learning   Academy  
(VLA)?  

No,   a   phone   does   not   allow   students   to   fully   access   the  
virtual   learning   program.   If   you   need   to   check-out   a  
Chromebook,   contact   your   child’s   school.  

7. If   our   family   chooses   VLA   for  
our   children,   how   long   must  
they   participate?  

While   the   option   to   return   to   in-person   learning   is   open   at  
any   time   to   our   students,   the   District   encourages  
“switching”   options   at   the   beginning   or   end   of   a   natural  
break   (i.e.,   at   the   end   of   the   9   week   grading   or   the   end   of  
the   semester).  

8. How   much   time   must   a  
student   spend   on   VLA? 

 

VLA   students   are   expected   to   log   into   the   virtual   learning  
system   on   a   daily   basis   and   complete   assigned   tasks,  
spending   at   least   20   hours   of   weekly   learning   time.  
Participation   is   monitored   by   staff   and   failure   to   meet   daily  
standards   could   result   in   having   the   virtual   learning   option  
revoked   as   outlined   in   the   student/parent   contract.  

9. Will   students   enrolled   in   VLA  
have   access   to   a   teacher?  

 

Yes,   a   VLA   teacher/learning   facilitator   is   assigned   to   each  
student   and   is   available   to   assist   during   school   hours.   

 



 

10.Will   there   be   a   hybrid   option  
allowing   for   both   in-person  
and   online   learning?  

No,   there   is   no   hybrid   option.   At   this   time,   there   are   only  
two   options:   (1)   in-person,   face-to-face   and   (2)   virtual  
learning.   However,   individual   circumstances   may   require  
consideration   on   a   case-by-case   basis   (i.e.,   11th   and   12th  
grade   students   who   require   specialized,   advanced  
courses   only   available   at   the   school).   

11. If   my   child   begins   school   in   a  
traditional   setting   but   we   want  
to   change   due   to   COVID-19  
circumstances,   can   we   enroll  
in   VLA?  

Yes,   parents   complete   the   VLA   application,   and   then,   the  
application   is   reviewed   by   the   district’s   Virtual   Learning  
Committee   who   approves   and   moves   the   process   forward  
to   get   your   child   started.   

12.My   child   has   respiratory  
issues.   Will   he/she   be   required  
to   wear   a   mask   while   at  
school?  

Masks   are   required   by   all   students   grades   1-12    unless  
there   is   a   documented   medical   exemption.   The   medical  
exemption   form   can   be   found   on   the   district’s    Roadmap   to  
Reopening    web   page.   

13.   If   I   choose   for   my   child   to  
participate   in-person,  
face-to-face   instruction,   will  
he/she   be   required   to   wear   a  
mask?  

 

Students   in   grades   1-12   are   required   to   wear   a   mask  
anytime   they   move   from   one   location   to   another   or   if   they  
are   within   six   feet   of   one   another.   If   students   are   seated   in  
the   classroom,   while   six   feet   apart,   masks   can   be   taken  
down.   

14. If   my   child   has   an   Individual  
Education   Plan   (IEP),   will  
he/she   receive   those   services  
if   participating   in   virtual  
learning?  

Yes,   students   with   IEPs   receive   their   specific  
accommodations   and   modifications   regardless   of   the  
learning   option   chosen.   Special   education   teachers   work  
closely   with   families   to   assist   them   with   this   process.   

15.Will   there   be   an   instructional  
orientation   video   for   parents  
to   learn   more   about   VLA?  

 

Yes,   this   is   currently   being   developed   and   is   a   part   of   the  
required   orientation   process   for   families   wishing   to   apply  
for   VLA.  

16.Will   my   child   receive   the   same  
high-quality   education   by  
participating   in   VLA   as   they  
would   through   in-person,  
face-to-face   instruction?  

VLA   courses   are   user-friendly   and   aligned   to   Kentucky  
Core   Academic   Standards.   And   although   the   district  
believes   we   are   offering   a   great   option   for   virtual   learning,  
there   is   no   replacement   for   in-person,   face-to-face  
instruction.   This   option   is   being   provided   due   to   the   health  
and   safety   concerns   regarding   COVID-19.   VLA   will  
maintain   high   standards   and   expectations   for   learning   and  
hold   students   accountable   for   making   appropriate  
progress.  

 



 

17.Will   my   child   have   recess?  Students   attending   Russellville   Primary   Academy   and  
R.E.   Stevenson   Elementary   are   provided   time   for   recess  
that   follows   social   distancing   guidelines.   While   under   state  
emergency   orders,   playground   equipment   is   not   available  
for   use;   however,   each   school/grade-level   has   designated  
times   and   locations   where   students   enjoy   physical   activity.   

18.Will   my   child   still   be   able   to  
receive   meals   if   they   are  
enrolled   in   VLA?  

Yes,   all   students   continue   to   receive   food   services.   Food  
service   plans   are   being   finalized   to   ensure   the   highest  
level   of   safety   and   sanitation.   Details   will   be   provided  
before   school   starts   on   August   26.  

19.Can   my   child   participate   in  
school   sports/extracurricular  
activities   if   I   choose   to   enroll  
him/her   in   VLA?  

Yes,   VLA   students   are   permitted   to   participate   in  
sports/extracurricular   activities.   Students   follow   the   same  
rules   for   each   activity/sport   as   if   they   were   attending  
school   in-person.   

20.Can   my   high   school   student  
attend   the   Logan   County  
Career   and   Technical   Center  
(LCCTC)   for   vocational  
classes   if   he/she   is   enrolled   in  
VLA?  

Yes,   those   students   may   attend   in-person   vocational  
classes   at   LCCTC.   Parents   are   responsible   for  
transporting   students   and/or   completing   an   application   for  
students   to   transport   themselves   per   LCCTC   guidelines.   

21.What   about   elective   course  
options   for   high   school  
students?  

The   learning   platform   used   by   VLA   allows   for   high   school  
students   to   participate   in   elective   course   options   along  
with   their   core   required   courses,   keeping   students  
on-track   to   meet   graduation   requirements.   

22. If   we   have   more   than   one   child  
in   our   family,   can   we   choose  
different   learning   options   for  
each   child?   

Yes,   you   determine   and   identify   which   learning   option   is  
best   suited   for   your   child(ren)   and   family.   

23. If   we   participate   in   VLA,   must  
we   have   access   to   the  
internet?  

Yes,   families   must   have   internet   access   to   participate   in  
online   learning,   including   VLA.   Worksheets   and   paper  
packets   are   not   available   for   this   method   of   student  
participation.   The   district   is   currently   exploring   options   to  
determine   how   to   help   families   access   low-cost   monthly  
options.   If   you   do   not   have   access   to   the   internet,   contact  
Kim   McDaniel   @270-726-8405   for   more   information.  

 
 

 


