
 

April:  Forgiveness—releasing feelings of resentment. 
May:  Sincerity—doing what is right with transparent motives. 

Student Spotlight: 

Principal, Kim McDaniel, announces applications for our  

Panther College Academy are now available for cur-

rent Juniors. The PCA, pending board approval, will allow 

eligible Seniors to participate in this dual-credit opportunity at 

the Franklin campus of SKYCTC for General Education   

classes. The main criteria that has been established by our 

SBDM Council will be centered around ACT Benchmarks 

(requirements for SKYCTC), overall GPA, teacher recom-

mendations, a student essay, and a possible interview pro-

cess.  Interested students should pick up an application! 

 

Due to the overwhelming response at our Preschool 
Registration, two more days have been added for 
preschool screenings. The screenings are for chil-
dren who will be 3 or 4 by August 1, 2016. The dates 
will be May 6, 8:00 - 11:30, and May 13, 12:30 - 
3:00.  If you were unable to have your child screened 
please call Linda Shelton, 270-726-8405, to sched-
ule an appointment or you may stop by on those 
dates to register your child for Kindergarten.  

Upcoming Dates: 
May 7—CharacterWorks Recognition, 10am, 
 CrossRoads Church 
May 11—Last day for Preschool 
May 11-13, 16 & 18– K-Prep Testing  
May 17 – Election Day – No School—Board 
 Meeting at 6pm 
May 19—SES Lunch Buddy mtg., 1:00pm 
May 21 – Graduation at Russellville Junior/
 Senior High School at noon 
May 24 – 8th Grade Recognition 
May 25 – Last Day for Students; SES Awards 
 day, 5th Grade Promotion, & dismissal 
 at 12:30; RJSHS dismissal at 1:00 
May 26 – Staff last day of school 

 

Just a reminder... 
 

Russellville Independent 

School District has a website 

where you can find the latest 

news, forms, an event calen-

dar, and other helpful infor-

mation: 

www.russellville.kyschools.us 
 

You can also find us on Twit-

ter at “rvkschools” and on 

Facebook (search “R.E. Ste-

venson Elementary” and/or 

“Russellville Jr./Sr. High 

School” and ask to join). 

Congratulations to RJSHS Sopho-

more, Phillip Wilkerson,  for 

his acceptance into the Craft Acad-
emy  for  Excellence  in Science 
and Mathematics which is housed 
at Morehead State University in 
Morehead, KY. This is a dual-
credit residential high school for 
academically exceptional Kentucky 
students.  The goal of the Craft 
Academy is to meet the unique 
educational needs of academically 
gifted and talented high school 
Juniors and Seniors in the Commonwealth. A college-level 
curriculum will allow students to  finish high school while also 
completing up to two years of university coursework.  Phillip 
has also been notified that he has been invited to participate 
in the Gatton Academy which is a similar program at Western 
Kentucky University! Getting accepted into one of these pres-
tigious schools is an amazing honor, but being invited to both 
the Craft Academy and Gatton is truly remarkable!  

Carol Kees, Family Resource 
Services Center Coordinator, 
stated the Stevenson Elementary     

K-Kids once again sponsored 

the Teddy Bear Round-up. 
132 new Teddy Bears and 26 
youth character throws were col-
lected and will be presented to 
our local Department of Protec-

tion and Permanency to help benefit children served 
through their services.  All throws will be donated to Child 
Protective Services and all stuffed animals will be donated 
to the local homeless shelter. Stevenson Elementary is all 
dressed up in BLUE in recognition of Child Abuse Aware-
ness Month and Autism Aware-
ness Month.  All students and 
staff are asked to wear BLUE 
Wednesday, April 13.  Thank 
you to everyone who sent in 
Teddy Bears/stuffed animals 
and throws for our 2016 Teddy     
Bear Round-up! 
   

The Stevenson Elementary Family 
Resource Center hosts the area's 
Grandparents as Parents Support 
Group funded through the Barren 
River Area Development District. 
This support group is for anyone in 
Russellville and Logan County 
raising their grandchildren and/or 
other relatives. The group meets 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month in 
the Stevenson Elementary Library/
Media Center. Childcare is provid-
ed. Each monthly meeting begins 
at 5:30 providing a guest speaker 
or presentation, light refreshments, 
and door prizes. The formal meet-
ing usually concludes around 6:30.  
Debbie Elliott, Assistant FRC Co-
ordinator, is the GAP Coordinator 
for Logan County. Please feel free 
to contact her for any additional 
information at 270-726-4798.  

Congratulations to RJSHS Soph-

omore, Dillon Porter, who has 

been named to the 2016 All  Re-

silient Team by Tom Leach!  Dil-

lon will be honored at a banquet 

on April 28, as part of the Ken-

tucky Athletic Directors Confer-

ence.  The banquet will be held at 

Papa John's Cardinal Stadium 

beginning at 6:30 Eastern Time.   
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At Russellville Independent Schools, we are committed to insuring that all students achieve at their  

highest potential, all teachers teach with relevance and rigor, and all teachers establish  

meaningful relationships with students, parents, and the community.  Every Child Every Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

Mason Matthew Aguirre 
Kaylee Briann Ashby 
Gabriel Lewis Bellamy 
Ricky Lee Bellamy 
Mia Nakya Bethea 
Joshua Taylor Bigbee 
Victoria VanLoren Bilyeu 
Benjamin Thomas Blake 
Craig Lee Borden 
Katelyn Rebeccah Bouldin 
Austin Nicholas Bradley 
DavonYa Frances Bryant 
Roxy Castanon 
Jaylee Diane Chick 
Alexis Renee Clayton 
Cassie Marie Clayton 
Truston Juwan Clayton 
Sam Allen Cosner 
Sydney Renea Covington 
Autumn Jacquelyn Cunningham 
Saleah Gabrielle Elliott 
Kendra Lorelle Farlee 
Jared Allen Flatt 
Courtney Nicole Fulcher 
Cheyenne Marie Gonyo 
 
  
  
  
  
  

 

Christopher Troy Hines 
Diamond Osha Hines 
Athena Renee Hughes 
Tyler Obrien Johnson 
Morgan Faith Lee 
Casey Erin Lyne 
Nicholas Blake Mann 
Jasmine Michaela Martin 
Donald Stephen Matthews 
Jason Hytrone Mitchell 
James Colby Nichols 
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Oakley 
George Alejandro Ortiz 
Johnea Daneyel Pendleton 
Daniel Ramirez 
Jennifer Faye Ramsey 
Darrion William Rollins 
Aleecia Dawn Rose 
Nicholas Keith Scarbrough 
Carly Michelle Speck 
Alexandra K Stott 
Richard Dwayne Thomas 
Chandara Vanna 
Devin Taylor West 
Reagan Monique Wilkerson 
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The Barren River District Health Department works to provide the com-
munity numerous services including staffing local schools with a Regis-
tered Nurse to meet the health needs of the students and staff.   
 
Bethany Kinney came to Russellville Junior/Senior High school in 
2010, to fill the position.  Prior to that, she worked at Greenview Hospital 
in the Telemetry and ICU department.  She attended Western Kentucky 
University and received her Associates Degree of Nursing in 2007.  She 
later completed her Bachelors Degree in 2012.  Some of the services 
she provides include treating acute health needs of students and caring 
for students with chronic conditions like diabetes, seizures, asthma, and 
allergies.  She also performs student screenings for hearing, vision, and 
dental. She works to ensure physicals and immunization certificates are 
up-to-date, performs physicals, and administers vaccines to those stu-
dents who qualify.  In addition to caring for students, she provides care 
to faculty and staff and offers training on emergency medications and 
chronic conditions.  Currently, this school year she has had 2,640      
student visits.  Bethany’s favorite part of being the school nurse is the 
relationships she gets to build from year to year with the students. 
 

Kelsie Steward is a Registered Nurse, and she started working at 
Stevenson Elementary in February of 2016.  She said, “School nursing is 
new to me.  Before I became a school nurse, I worked in Critical Care at 
Greenview Hospital in Bowling Green, KY.  I feel like Stevenson definitely 
has a need for a full-time school nurse. On a daily basis I see kids who 
may have very little access to health care or even over-the-counter medi-
cations at home.  When I see children who have an illness that cannot be 
treated with over-the-counter medications, I make a referral for them to 
see a physician or dentist.  We assist the school in keeping children com-
pliant with hearing, vision, and well-child screenings as well as vaccina-
tions.  I also administer daily medications to children that are prescribed 
by a physician, under a physician’s order.  If we have any children with 
chronic diseases that require management at school, I will assist them to 
make it possible they attend school instead of being homebound.”  Kelsie 
shared she  doesn't have a  total for the entire  school year since she 
hasn't been on staff all year, but she sees between 250-300 students  
per  month.  Superintendent, Leon Smith, stated we are fortunate that 
BRADD works with us in providing school nurses at SES and RJSHS.  
The number of students they have contact with during the school year is 
an unknown for everyone.  We are grateful for these dedicated nurses 
and what they do to provide this wonderful service for our school district. 

 

 

Matt Costello, a Representative with Brakebush Brothers, Inc. awarded 
Russellville Independent Schools with an Operator of the Year Award for 
2015, for their support and loyalty in promoting their chicken products.    
RISD was one of 52 companies nationwide who received the award.   
Food Service Director, Elaine Dixon, who received the award on behalf of 
the school district, has been working with Brakebush and purchasing their 
products for 5 years.  Brakebush chicken products called “Kids Klassics” 
are Whole Grain items that promote participation in the Child Nutrition 
Program.  Their various products such as Hearts, Christmas Trees, 
Shamrocks and Halloween shapes are served for special holiday meals.  
Superintendent, Leon Smith, expressed special thanks to Elaine Dixon, 
and our cafeteria staff for working hard with the nutritional standards to 
provide good meals for our students and provide fresh hot meals for our 
students  “daily”!  Eating  nutritious  meals  plays  an  important role in 
student achievement as well.  Congratulations!   
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Recently, the newest National Board-Certified Teachers were          
celebrated at the Capitol in Frankfort, KY.  Stevenson Elementary 
School’s  4th  grade  teacher,  Cassie Reding, her husband, Conrad 
Reding, and RIS Superintendent, Leon Smith, were in attendance at the 
recognition as Cassie was recognized for National Board Certifica-
tion.  Created by teachers, for teachers, National Board Certification is 
the profession’s mark of accomplished teaching.  It is built upon National 
Board Standards and the Five Core Propositions:  Rigorous and Perfor-
mance-based; Based on Multiple Measures; Peer-Reviewed; Voluntary; 
and Valid and Reliable. To date, more than 110,000 teachers in all 50 
states and the District of Columbia have achieved National Board Certi-
fication.  Research shows that the students of Board-certified teachers 
learn more than students in other classrooms, which is why many states 
and districts offer incentives for teachers to pursue Board certification.  
We are very fortunate to have Cassie Reding at  Stevenson Elementary, 
and we are proud of her accomplishments!   

Congratulations to Ms. Jennifer Clark, Mrs. Kaylee Crowder, and Ms. Jessie 

Baker for being selected as the recipients for the Campbellsville University 2016 

Excellence in Teaching Awards Program. The purpose of this award is to rec-

ognize the quality teaching in the schools of the state of Kentucky and to 

strengthen the field of education.  It provides statewide recognition to three out-

standing individuals from the Russellville Independent School District for their 

leadership and dedication to the teaching profession.  Implicit in the award is the 

expectation that the recipients’ examples may inspire all teachers to excel.  On 

Saturday, May 21, at a Luncheon at Campbellsville University, they will have the 

opportunity to be recognized and be presented their awards with Commissioner 

Stephen Pruitt in attendance.   

Jennifer Clark (left) teaches Kindergarten at Stevenson Elementary.  She 

graduated from Logan County High School, received her B.S. from Western 

Kentucky University, and her M.A. from Austin Peay State University.  She has 

been in the Russellville Independent School District since 2002.  She has three 

children, Dalton, Blake, and Connor. 

Kaylee Crowder (right) teaches 6th grade Math at Russellville Middle School.  She 
graduated  from  Butler  County  High  School, received  her  B.S. from Western 
Kentucky University, and her M.A.T. from the University of the Cumberlands.  She 
has been in the Russellville Independent School District since 2012.  She is married 
to Tyler Crowder.   

 
Jessie Baker (left)  teaches 11th  grade U.S. History, 
AP  U.S. History,  and  9th grade  Global  Studies  at 
Russellville Junior/Senior High School. She graduated 
from Hancock County High School, received her B.A. 
from Western Kentucky University, and her M.A. from 
Morehead State University.  Ms. Baker was also select-
ed as the 2016 Logan County Chamber of Commerce 
Teacher of the Year!  She was recognized and honored at the Annual Chamber 
Dinner held at the Logan county Extension Office.   She has been in the Russellville 
Independent School District since 2011.   
 
Congratulations again to these three outstanding individuals for this recognition. 

http://www.kentuckyteacher.org/news/2016/03/newest-national-board-certified-teachers-celebrated-at-capitol/
http://www.nbpts.org/national-board-standards
http://www.nbpts.org/national-board-standards
http://www.nbpts.org/five-core-propositions
http://www.nbpts.org/advancing-education-research
http://boardcertifiedteachers.org/in-your-state

